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Aims
Knowledge and expertise in the fields of cultural
heritage and artwork conservation are fruit of the
interplay between several different disciplines,
including conservation, restoration and many areas
of scientific research.
Conservation centres worldwide need to set up,
support and work closely with groups of scientific
and technical experts to safeguard their cultural
heritage. This has led to the growing presence of
professionally recognised specialists in all countries
keen to protect their cultural heritage.
However, scientific specialisation remains at an
early stage in what is still a young discipline. Hence
the need for training and educational activities
aimed at curators, conservators, restorers, scientists
and managers and heads of cultural heritage
departments, among others, to promote the role
that science and technology can play in
conserving and restoring cultural heritage.
Government administrations with responsibilities for
culture need to do all they can to forge ties
between these two cultural industries. As part of this
endeavour, the National Plan for Research in
Conservation of Cultural Heritage (PNIC) is pleased
to support this biennial conference.

Topics
The congress will focus on:
•

Establishing general conservation
guidelines and criteria.

•

Designing suitable condition reports,
including alterations, intervention
methods and recommended
solutions.

•

Using collaborative and
interdisciplinary approaches to
increase knowledge and expertise
in artistic techniques, manufacturing
technologies, composition,
distinguishing between the original
and additions and any other data on
the historical and artistic aspects of
cultural heritage.

•

Discussing methods and planning
procedures for preventive
conservation.

•

Using the findings of laboratory
research to discuss the pros and
cons of different methods and
materials.

• Applying innovative technology to

the conservation and restoration of
cultural heritage.

Call for Abstracts
The call for abstracts for Science and Art VIII: Science and Technology Applied to Heritage
Conservation is now open. The conference will be held in the Auditorium at CaixaForum Madrid
on 14, 15 and 16 October 2020.
Following this call for abstracts, the Scientific Committee will invite accepted authors to give a
presentation of their paper during one of the afternoon sessions at the conference and will inform
them of how they should submit their paper for publication in the conference proceedings.
Abstracts
Papers should discuss current work or research projects linked to the conference topics. Following
the 2019 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP25), priority will be given to projects
reflecting the following areas:
•
•
•

Risk factors and links between climate change and cultural and natural heritage
conservation.
Facilities, technology, equipment and methodology to monitor the effects of action taken.
Safeguarding strategies based on greater energy efficiency and sustainability.

Abstracts in Spanish or English should be submitted between 31 March and 18 May 2020 (inclusive)
to the following email address: investigacion.ipce@cultura.gob.es.
Abstracts should be no longer than 300 words.
Contents:
• Project title and duration
• Author or project team
• Age (only for researchers under 35)
• Institution(s)
• City and country
• Contact email address (author to whom correspondence should be addressed)
• Abstract setting out the goals pursued and conclusions drawn from the project.
Only abstracts that contain all the required information will be accepted.
Presentation
Authors of accepted abstracts will be contacted by the conference organisers between 15 and
30 June 2020 and invited to give a 15-minute presentation during one of the afternoon sessions at
the conference (14 or 15 October 2020). They will also be instructed as to how they should submit
their paper for publication in the congress proceedings. The best project by a young researcher
(under 35) will also be included for publication.
Publication
The deadline for receiving papers for inclusion in the congress proceedings is 16 October 2020.
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